FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION 


SUBJECT: MEYER LANSKY 
FILE NUMBER: 62-97928 


( 



K 


r. 


A. 




J 

L 




was 


"The Uug'? 
"Little i^ieyw** 




ffc^ft h-^rn ^^^^^ received thAt Key>r1un3ky5oA7 

.yg#,^5rnj^iX^4^i)2, at ^qri?dna,„iiuasU. l^c is reported 
, to be « naturalised citizen and to reside at 911 Central 
;^P&rk Weat, Ap&rtaent Kew lork • ^ t^entrai 




\r 1^.^ ^^f reported to be a close iiseociate 
Ld hL *f f?V racketeer* In thie country, 

f If ^iios interests in Hollywood and Kiaiai, Florida. 
t^TH K^"^^^* lOKS, and Ua Ve^^iS. Nevada. He is repo??id 

durltrprShLmoSf '^"^"^ bootle^ers in hew Yorrcu? 


Attached hereto le the arrest record of ^;eyer Laneky 
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RE: FibYER LANSKY, was : 
•*Mey er the Bug'S 

"Biig ay '"^Meye rs , > ; ^ f ^ 

"The Bug", 'tiittle Meyer" 

I: I 
lANSKY was 
^ to be ,a 

naturalized citizen* His last known address was 36 East 3^> Street 
New York City. 

MEYER lAKSPry has been reported to be an overlord f 
of international r acketeers and gangsters; to have national J . 
comections in gambling circles; and a close associate of the / 
most notorious gangsters and racketeers in the United States; 
and is considered among this element to be a leader. 
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" DEPARTiiEKr OP JUSTICE 

Attorney General James P. McGranery announce^, todey that he has 
directed the filing of a petition seeking cancellation of the naturalization 

of Meyer Lancky of Kev York City* 

The petition vill "be another step in Mr. McGranery^'s program of 
denaturalization and deportation of aliens engaged in racketeering and other 
criminal activities • 

Eased on Investigations conducted by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and the Iinnigration and Katuralizat; on Service, the petition 
vill he filed by U% S. Attorney Myles J* Lane of the Southern District of 


Nev York, 


It will charge that Lansky obtained his naturalization through 


fraud in that during proceedings which led to naturalization he deliberately 
end intentionally concealed his criminal record. 

Lansky was bom July 1^, 19^2, at Grodna, Russia, and arrived in 
the United States April h, Ee was naturalized in the Federal court 

In ErookljTi, New York, September 2?. 1928. 

Lansky allegedly has been a close associate of leading gamblers and 
racketeers in this country and allegedly has garbling interests in Hollywood, 
Miani, Council Bluffs, Iowa, and Las Vegas, Kev» He was alleged to have been 
a leading New York bootlegger during prohibition* It also has been alleged 


that he was a member of a syndicate which included Lucky Luciano and 


Bussy S legal, among others ♦ 
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DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INFORMATION 


OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

. to 
Official indicated below by check mark 
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Attorney General 

Solicitor General 

Deputy Attorney General 

Executive Assistant to the Attorney General. . . . 
Assistant Attorney General, Anti-Trust 
Assistant Attorney General, Tax » . . • 

Assistant Attorney General, Clainrxs 

Assistant Attorney General, Lands 

Assistant Attorney General, Crinninal 

Assistant Attorney General, Exec. Adjudications . 
Administrative Assistant Attorney General . • . . 

Accounts Branch 

Records Administration Branch 

Procurement Section 

Director, FBI 

Director of Prisons • . . 

Director, Office of Alien Property ♦ . 

Commissioner, Immigration and Naturalization. . 

Pardon Attorney 

Parole Board 

Board of Immigration Appeals . . 

Librarian 


Miss Ethier 


Mr. Kelly . 
Mr. Hyatt . 
Mrs. Burke 


Mrs. Willingham 


Mrs. Hessom 

Miss Cartwright 
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TO 
SUBJECT: 


» Director, FBI 


DATE: September 30, 1953 ^- 
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SAC, I-Iiami (62^2519) 
MEYER I'MSKY, was 

"Little Meyer^;"---- : • 

GIIF TTOP HdOIJLUM COVERAGE) . 



Re SAC Letter No. 53-5^ dated August 25, 1953. 
In the matter entitled, "SURVEY CONCERNING PROKt- 

tmn ui^der;^orld figures being made by the united states 

ATTORNEYS; CRBE SURVEY", the Bureau, by letter dated May 12, 
1950, furnished I^iami and other offices with "the Attorney 
General^ s list" of "certain prominent underworld characters". 
MEYER LAKSKY, FBI Niimber 7917^3, was included on that list. 
A summary meraor andOBi'Tiras^ submit t ed to the Bureau under date 
of July D, 1950. A similar memorandvira was submitted to the 
Bureau and Miami by the New York Office under date of June 20, 
1950. 


In the matter 




vaon a ±isl 01 "Key rigure" criminals in South Florida, i^y 
letter dated April 17, 1952, I-Iiami furnished the Bureau a memo- 
randum on 'each of these persons setting forth a sumraary of 
infornation contained in the files of the Miami Office. After 
changes suggested by the Bureau had been made, copies of these 
memoranda were made available to the Federal Grand Jury, at 
i-iiami. One of these memoranda pertained to ,{S?£Rr^LAWSkT>-"" ■ ' 


SAC Letter Number 100 dated October 7, 1952, set 
forth instructions relative to furnishing information to the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service on each notorious 
criminal or racketeer of foreign birth. Inasmuch as MEYER 
LANSKY v/as reportedly bom on July 4> 1902, at Grodno, Russia, 
a suLuaary memorandum concerning him was submitted to the Bureau 
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Director, FBI 


by cover letter dated October 15, 1952, which was entitled, 

"CISSEIIINATION OF INFORI^iATIOM". 

A review of Miami files reflects the follovang 
supplemental information: 

In the matter entitled, ^MYER LANSKY: FOREIGN 
lilSCELLAKEOUS^, (IcLarni File 62-2519-26) , 



The Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, "Daily News" under 

date of December 16, 1952j^.,reported that steps were being 
taken to return SEri-IOUft^;^^ an associate of some of the 
nation* s top racketeers,' to testify at a New York State 
criminal action against seven operators of a Saratoga 
garabling establishment. EISEN, who resides at 1607 vJiley 
Street, Hollywood, v;as listed as the bookkeeper in a gariibl- 
ing casino during 1947 knov/n as the Arrowhead Inn, Saratoga. 
One of the defendants named in this criminal action was IIEYER 
LAKSKY. After some effort on the part of SEYlviOUR EISEN to 
avoid appearing at the criminal action, Broward County Judge 
BOYD H. ANDERSON ruled on December IS, 1952, that EIS^N v/ould 
have to appear at the New York State trial • 



The lyiiami "Daily News", under date of February Ig, 
1953, reported that ^SYi^R LiJISKY had pleaded guilty to five 
counts of the gambling conspiracy indictment returned in 
Saratoga, Nev; York, but stated that the defendant's sentence 
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Director, FBI 

was deferred and he was continued under $10,000.00 bail* 

The Ft. Lauderdale "Daily News" under date of May 2, 1953, 
reported that tlSYER LANSKY was sentenced to serve three 
months in the Saratoga County, New York, jail. It also 
said that Justice LhQ J. HAGGERTY, who imposed the sentence, 
coiild have given LAIISKY a maximum sentence of five years, and 
that he also imposed a fine of $2,500.00. 

The ^aami "Herald", under date of December 20, 1952 
reported that the then Attorney General, JAI-ISS P. HcGRAOT'ERY, 
had announced that he was starting proceedings to take av;ay 
the ^nlerican citizenship of Russian-born MEYER LANSKY of New 
York City, alleged big-time gambler and former bookmaker. He 
stated that LANSKY vrould be charged v/ith having obtained his 
naturalization through fraud, in that he deliberately and in- 
tentionally concealed his criminal record. 



The follovang is quoted from an article vrhich ap- 
peared in the Kiaiiii "Herald" issue of September 6, 1953: 
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Director, F3I- 


"MIKE SPIlNfELLA, the former rackets figure recently 
deported to Italy, is the real owner of the lush 
i)500,000. Plantation Largo, The Herald learned Saturday • 

^And there was strong indication that SPiriSLLA's 
junior partner in the operation is ISYER LAKSKY, notor- 
ious gambler. SPINELLA and LANSKY, who just finished a 
three-month jail term, bought into the Plantation Key 
Properties, Inc., in 1951, but nothing has ever sho^fn 
up in public court and government records to reveal 
their coruiection. 

"However, there has been no indication that SPIKT2LLA 
and LANSKY ever attempted anything but a legitimate resort 
business there. 

"An investigation by The Herald has uncovered the 
fact that the corporation's officers of record are little 
more than figureheads. 

"The swank resort facility was incorporated in 
Florida in May, 1951 > under the narae of Plantation Key 
Properties. 

"JOSlPH a. VARON, Hollywood attorney, handled the 
incorporation and has served as the nominal president- 
treasurer ever since. 

"But VARON said Saturday he isn^t the ovmer and 
^1 don^t know v;ho the ovmers are^ • He declined to com- 
ment when asked if SPINIiLLA and LAKSKY had an interest in 
the company. 

"«I \^as paid in 1951^ VARON stated, 'to set up the 
corporation* Ever since then I have been the nominal 
head — nothing more. I don't even sign the checks' # 

"VARON said he was originally retained by LARRY 
KKOHL, President of Atlantic Investors, Inc., of VJash- 
ington, D. C, an oil firm, when KNOHL purchased the place 
from a Miami real estate firm. The reported purchase price 
v/as §150,000. 

"KNOHL apparently stepped out of the picture shortly 
thereafter when it became kno^vn that he was convicted of 
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Director, FBI 

^ ' "The follov/ing September, LANSKY vras indicted on 
21 counts of gambling, forgery and conspiracy by a 
Grand Jury investigating gambling and corruption in . 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y., one of LANSKY's favorite haunts* 

"Listed as Secretary in the Jan. 2, 1952, report 
was THOI'LIS LAVIN, an employee at Plantation Key, KLEIN ' 
managed the place and signed the checks. 

"KLSIN, it was learned, has since been replaced 
by a WiLLIAFl DAVIS, identified as- a * restaurant man from 
Hevr York* who is managing the business and apparently 
handling the finances. The corporation maintains an ac- 
count in a Homestead bank# 

"Reliable sources close to SPIKELLA said he. and 
LAKSKY put their money into Plantation Key Properties 
as a ^ sound legitimate business investment*. 

"Vifith SPINiiiLLAj the majority o\>nier, in Italy and 

vrith no immediate likelihood of his being permitted to 
return to appeal his deportation to the courts, it ap- 
pears that VaRON may be instructed to sell out. 

"SPINSLLA, who still ovms a plush home at Miami 
Beach, was given the bum^s rush out of the country by 
the imraigration Service in June before he was able to 
seek judicial review of the deportation order. He may 
be brought back and given that opportunity. 

"LANSKY, too, is in trouble v;ith the Immigration 
Service. Last December, the government started pro- 
ceedings to take away the American citizenship of the 
Russian-born gambler. 

"He is charged v;ith having obtained his naturaliza- 
tion in I92B through fraud in that *he deliberately and 
intentionally concealed his criminal record* • That case 
is awaiting trial." 

Salt La kg City letter of September 25, 1952, entitled, 
"ISrilR LANSKY; 4HHBHV^IIF", was directed to the New York 
and Kiami Offices, it stated th at informat ion had been developed 
in Las Vegas, Nevada, that mY^BJI^//^ had obtained a 

considerable interest in the ThunoerDSaHotel and the Sands Hotel 
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Director, FBI 


pareS?lv^K?;.f^?f^^- ^^^^^^^ ^^^^ they were ap 

parenoly interested m gambling enterprises in Las Vegas. 

• 1 LANSKY is one of the country* s well-knovm 

SSrf ^^h/?^ ^^^i^^^ ^'^^i each Winte? f or i^y 

?SrSrd?Sm'L'igf Jlif a?t^! ^^"^^ definitely^ 



*•C^3r■f^^x'■?''■ 
■ ■ ii ' * 




■'■;:v 


•J 



I V 

i » 



New York, N. Y. 
September 23, 1953 


Mr. Hoover: 
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OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW CHECK MARK 


Mr» Tolson 
Mr« Ladd 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr, Belaiont 
Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Glavin 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr, Mohr 
Mr. Winterrovd 
Mr. Holloraan 
V4i8S Gajody 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


firl Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 


indicated, explain this deletion. 

Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 

Dl Infonnation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 
CZl Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


DacumentCs) originating with the following government agency(ies) 



, was/were forwarded to tnem for direct response to you. 


PageCs) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


as the information originated with them. You will 


be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


□ For your infonnation: 


The following nur^^stoi)e u^djbr reference regarding these pages: 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

\ DELETED PAGE(S) X 
X NO DUPLICATION FEE \ 

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X 
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Aaaiataat A'ttorney &«neral If* ilrlao ifolland 
Tax Uiuiaton 


December ^1, 1953 


Direotef, FBI ^ ^- 
mm\^lMl UEIEK^LANSKT 

1146 Harriaon Street 
Bollywoodg Florida 
EX'12Q /orwrly/ 211 Central Park Weat, Seio Tork, Sew fork 
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Ton will find attached two oopiea e/ the identification 
record of Meyer Lanaky, FBI # 791 7B3g whioh yoU requeated in 
umuLJi^Mnrandua dated Oeoenber 16, 1953, your reference 
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Director, FBI 

C, New York (94-419 Subfile" 2 


MEYER LANSKY 

DENATURALIZATION PROCEEDINGS 
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-<*» A. V ,f„«' ^- .- 





DATE: 1/11/54 / 


6. IS- 


the above captioned fnatter. 


By letter dated 12/28/53 
received in this office on 1/6/5^, XlS^^, Edward Lumbara/.SDNY>p 
as an enclosure, submitted a list of^fPPpersons captioned 
"LIST OP ALLEGED BOOTLEGQERS AND RUM RUNNERS KNOWJ^Y MEYER 
LANSKY". (Copy of letter of 12/28/53 and list of)§||pnames 
submitted to the Bureau herewith as enclosures.) In brief, the 
USA*s office, by this letter, reouested to be furnished with any 
information with respect to thedf individuals on the list which 
would indicate their occupations from 1926 until the early 
thirties, particularly with respect to rum running and bootlegging, 
and in addition any information concerning their present where- 
abouts, their criminal records and the existence of any actions 
of a criminal nature which are now known to be outstanding against 
them. The USA also requested, as to any of the persons on the 
list who are now deceased, that he be furnished any information 
which would have any bearing upon the particular problem for use 
in the denaturalization trial of MEYER LANSKY. 

The USA*s office advised in this letter that it was 
necessary for the government to establish upon the denaturalization 
trial that the defendant MEYER LANSKY was primarily engaged in 
criminal activities from 1926 until the early 1930<s, The letter 
Iclosed as follows: "Please do not hesitate to notify Robert W. 
Isweet, Assistant United States Attorney, if this request presents 
»any problems*" 

On 1/8/5^, ASAC E. J. McCabe had a conference with AUSA 
Robert W. Sweet at which time it was pointed out ^t^iim that a 
review of the files of the New York office on the^'JH^ndividuals 
listed in his letter would entail considerable work.pp the part 
'of this office and would be of little value to him in connection 
with the denaturalization proceedings. His attention was called 
to the fact that the USA's office, SDNY, was in possession of 
.reports on the individuals listed by him who were investigated by 
'this office as subjects in criminal cases and that any information 
obtained in the course of investigation of other subjects concern- 
ing these individuals would be of such a nature that the informa- 
tion would probably be inadmissible. 


2 enc. 

1 cc - NY 66-2171 


RECCuDED^67 
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Letter to Director 

RE NY 9^-^19 subfile 29 

AUSA sweet frankly -^n.hou?f fS'll'reafizatron ff%he 
letter to the New York Office ^Jf %hat pollibly the FBI 
iork it would entail and with the ^^P^^^IJ^lgaWon in the case 

might be in a PO^^^?". ^^^er^^^M the pr!ma|v .jurisdiction of 
although he knew that it was witnxn^n 

T».n,-tc,r.a^^.^nn and Na turaXl za ti on servic e, 
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After a further discussion, AUSA Sweet s 
would review the files in the USA's Office on the 
dividuals and would also review the t-.r^nscriot oj: 
proceedings held in connection wit^ 

was ^„^?^^?;%^^r;;f;Sui3 sSgge^rio i&Ns 'that they obtain, 

?rp'oi ibirrhf pS^'idrntrf^c tiof N^^^^^^ 

other identifying ^/If^^.'^fll^^^^ that 
S ^.eVuelt'be^-ae'dl^e^cttjTxL^ Bux.au Identification 

Division. 

AUSA sweet advised that the request for the information 
If/thflS^geswSnl ^aaelirlSrtbt conferLoe as outlined above . 
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December 28, 1953 


Leland V* Boardman 
Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
290 Broadway 
New York J, N.Y- 

Re: United States v. Meyer Lansky 
(S,D.N.Y.^ Civ> No> 8l->205) 

Dear Mr» Boardman: 

The above entitled action is a denaturalization 
proceeding In which an examination before trial was recently 
conducted by the United States. 

The Government will seek to establish upon the 
trial of the action that the defendant Meyer Lansky was 
primarily engaged in criminal activities from 1926 until 
the early thirties, particularly with respect to rum run- 
ing and bootlegging. Proof of this occupation is considered 
vital to the success of the action. During the examination 
before trial the defendant acknowledged knowing certain indi- 
viduals whom it is believed were engaged in the bootlegging 
business during the period In question. 

I am anxious to obtain any information with respect 
to these individuals, a list of whose names is attached, which 
v/ould indicate their occupations during the period in questioi 
In addition, it would be most helpful to learn their present 
whereabouts, their criminal record, if any, and the existence 
of any actions of a criminal nature which are now known to be 
outstanding against them. Needless to say, this request is 
limited only to those now living. As to those persons on the 
list who are now deceased, I would be grateful for any inforn 
tion which you may have bearing upon the particular problem 
which I outlined above. 

It may well be that for your own purposes you may 
wish to have an Agent examine the examination before trial 
in order to obtain any background material or factual data 
which may exist there. 
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December 28, 1953 


Assistant united States Attorney i 
any problems. 

very truly yours, 

/s/ J. Edwara Lumbar d 

J. EDWARD LOMBARD, 
United States Attorney. 


Encl. 
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A fe^/i// U^fH4/UM • UNITED STAIBS GuVERNMENT 


Director^ FBI 

SAC, New York (9li.-i;19 Sub 29) 


DATE: 
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GKI^RAL IIJVESTIGATIVB INT£LLIG3NC3^ PILE 



MiJiTER LANSKY, was 
FBI # 791782 

TOP EOODLUl'I COVERAGE 


Enclosed herewith are two copies of Sianmary Meraorandum 



prepared from a review of the files of this office. 



As additional current information is developed cqfncerning ^! 
LANSKY, the Bureau will be advise^d^ 




" n i r' /";' 


Copies of the Memorandm are being designated for offices; 
listed .below inasmuch as XJIKSICY is known to operate in these \ 
areas. 
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Albany (Encil) 
liiami (Snc.l) - 
Kevjark (Lnc.'l) ' 
New Orleans (End) 
Salt Lake (i^ncvl) 
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G EI^'SRAL INYESTIGATIOH INTELLIGENCE FILE 

METER LAKSKY 

TOP mODLUbi C OVERAGE 


MEYER JfiO^KY^, with aliases: 
Meyer The ^^ug^ Bugsjrl^eye^u.---- 

THe Bug r L ijt 5.1e. J'^.^y P ^it-^^ \ 
Meyer>Lazanskj, Meyer-'Lensk^^ 

Kjev(jli^nsky, Bugs 

Morri&^iebeman 

\Fed%t'al BareauNoi' , Investigation Nuir.ber 791783 

>(evj/York City PdXlce Departraent NuiTiber B 70258 

Thais ^^ixinmary reflects a complete review ox 
theViles of this |orfice and other investigation conducted 
concerning the cap^j:ioned subject. 


BACKG:^OUrD IKFOHMTIOS 


Birth Data 


The subject was born July 1902 at Grodno, 
then in Poland, Russia^ No other birth date of conflicting 
measure has been noted through instant review. 

Family History 

LAKSKY arrived in the United States on 
April k» 1911 • He was naturalized on September 27, 1928, in 
the Eastern District of New York* His wife for a good 
nxxmber of years was ABIA CITRON L/\KSKY, \<ho would now be 
forty- three years of age, and who has apparently been 
divorced by the subject, since he now claims to be married 
to THELl'IA (Teddie) LAiSKY. By his first wife he had two 
sons BENJAMIN or BUDDIE, age twenty-five, and PAUL age 
twenty- three, and one daughter SAlvDHA, now seventeen 
years of age* He also has a brother JACK, who will be 
further identified hereinafter. 

Addresses 

Over the past twenty-five years the subject 

has resided in the major cities of the United States for 
short periods of time, especially in Hiaiiii Beach, Florida, 
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Itxird Street 

t?^^ ^^^^ 

■Dg.ficwa.'y 

^?oS City 

^^ \ov^ City 

^-r.al ^^^^ 
^iev. ^or*^ ^^^^ 


30 ^forl'ci'f 36 East 3^^^ 

^^"^ tl^ residing 

He is P-^^^^'"" • 

S^^^""^' , .....lo-,:i^ ...,ive years 1^ 


-..TT^eris M^re years I'^'^f vilvicla 

i 15 ■ Tol£ii;S=— — „+-q--ii^® ^ „ •many " 

Co^^'^H^ector and C^i any 

^^^^^ . 



Lansky Pood Company 
Colonial Inn.. 
Thunderblrd Hotel 
Arrovjhead Inn 
La Boheme 
Green Acres 

Panuth Real Estate Corporation 
Hosbel Real Estate Corporation 

Associates 


The following individuals are present and 
past associates of L^i^SKY* All are well known in the 
criminal tinderwor 
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Independent investigation in 1950 reflected that 
MEYER LANSKY, a reputed "traveling envoy" of the Eastern Criminal 
Syndicate, surrendered on August 2ij., 1950 at Port Lauderdale, 
Florida, following his indictment on charges of violating the 
Florida gamblinp- laws. LANSKY with his brother, JACK, and GEORGE 
SADLOW, partners in the operation of the svjank Colonial Inn and 
the equally swank Green Acres Club, were released under bonds of 
$2500 each. Also indicted with these individuals were VINCENT 
ALO, notorious Bronx hoodlum, SM BRATT, reputed Florida friend 
of PRANxC ERICKSON, and WILLIAM BISCHOPP, operator of a crap game 
at the Green Acres Club* 

As a result of testimony given at public hearings of 
the so-called Kefauver Committee- in Miami during May and July of 
1950, Sheriff WALTER CLARK of Broward County, Florida, was removed 
from office by Governor FULLER WARREN and his successor was AMOS 
HALL» As a result of these hearings, the grand jury for that 
county undertook an investigation of gambling activities and 
indicted 22 persons for violation* of the statute. Among the 22 
were tiie aforementioned individuals. 
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C. Albany 


/ 


LMSiCf was subpoenaed to testify in Saratoga in 
relation to his affiliation with the Arrowhead Club, Piping Rock Cluby 



K 





• *.» *.'• 



and Riley's Casino, all gambling casinos which have been closed 
in recent years. These hearings were held by the l^ew York State 
Grime Commission at Ballston Spa until recently* 



In December,. 1952, the United States Attorney General 

began denaturalization proceedings against LANSKY with the view in 
mind of deporting him to his native Russia. The basis of the 
summons and complaint alleged that LANSKY concealed a criminal 
record in obtaining his citizenship. 

It may be interesting to note that in a recent interview 
of LANSKY on January 2, 1953* in the office of his attorney, MOE 
POLAK)OPF, hrlS 5th Avenue, LANSKY refused to a ns wer^^^ue^tion^^ 
concerning anything when Interviewed concerning f||||HH||||fH|||^^ 

well known associate of his ii^^deport^ion case^^xrieonTything 
he did admit was that he ^newflHfjHjPjljp He stated that he was In 
enou^ trouble being under IncGLcroen^ln Albany, and facing de« 

naturalization in New York, and any question, no matter how 
unimportant it may sound, may turn out important and involving 
him. He said he never, did anything illegal except a little 
gambling, if one wanted to call that illegal. He also stated that 
his SD n, PAUL, was a cadet at West Point and remarked that if he 
had not been successful in being accepted into West Point, he 
was going to become an FBI Agent. 

The New York ".World Telegram" of February 17, 1953 > 
under a Ballston Spa dateline, carried an article announcing that 
the Russian-born MEYER NSKY, big-time ganbler, former bootlegger 
.and associate of deported vicecaar, CHARLES "LUCKY" LUCIANO, 
pleaded guilty in Supreme Court to five misdemeanor charges of 
conspi:^acy and gambling. 


l( At the ti; 

Iwith him were JOSE. 


.Ji his arrest, tAe associates indie tedd 

...^ ^ ^ ^TAGHER, alifes DOC\^TACHER ;\Ai^I^s\iiV:iiCH, 

Jali\s PIGGY; HERMANXWEINER, GEORGE ^ROWN^-^ARLES^^ and 
TJOHN\COAKIEYt LANSICf^S attorney, MOSES POLAKOPP, surrendered 
ILAHSKY to the New York.State Police on September 10, 1952 and 
Ion February 18, 1953 • 


/ 


\ 


0) # 


4 


,LANSKY pleaded guilty to five caunts, all of which . 
were misdemeanors, on May 2, 1953* he was sentenced to serve 
IfO days in the Saratoga County Jail and""fined $2500. He was al 
placed on tiiree years probation. During his incarceration, he 
was treated for a kidney infection in the Saratoga Hospital in 
July 1953- 


D. New Orleans 
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Selective Service Board 27, 201 West 72nd 

Street, advised that KSYER LANSJCT, ijll V/est End Avenue, 
telephone SGhuyler 4-5987, under Order Nuraber 10902, 
registered i^'ebruarry 1^, 191;^, at Local Board Number 2]|2, 
Los Angeles, Calii'ornia. A change of address vas given to 
the Local Board from ijll Vfest End Avenue to 211 Central 
Park West, on March 11, 19i|3* i^he questionnaire was filed 
by LA>] :;KY on July li, 19i|2, in which he gave his education 
as eighi: years rranimar school. His occupation as manager 
of a Dog Race Track end states his income for the previous 
twelve months was approxi. lately $20,000, of which ^*'7>500 
was said to be from^ prof its of the firm of KRIEG, SPEC20H 
and CITHOK. He listed the property owned by him as two 
tenement houses, under the direct ownership of two holding 
corporations, the Paruth Real Estate Corporation, and the 
Rospol Real Estate Corporation* He listed as dependents 
his wife, AKl.A, sons, BENJAMIN and PAUL, and daughter SAKDRA 
LAKSKY. In his occupational Questionnaire of Kay, 19ij.2, he 


stated that he was the Vice .President of the firm of Krieg, 
Spec tor and Citron, a retail grocery organization, located 
at 727 Monroe Street, Hoboken, New Jersey, and that this 
connection began in 193i|-* He stated that his duties in this 
position consisted of "looking after oper£.tlon of sales and 
employment situations. LAKSKY's notice of change of address 
of November 11, 1943* was contained on the letterhead 
of the Manhattan Simplex Distributing. Coripany, Inc», 525 
West 43rd Street, telephone GHickering 4-505O. The 
letterhead indicated that this firm vjas distributor of 
Wurlitzer iiilectric Automatic phonographs. By letter of 
July 9, 19li2, LAlTSiiY advised the Local Board of a Ji" 
temporary change of address. to the Fontenelle, Omaha, 
Nebraska, the letter being written on the letterhead of 
the Dodge Park Kennell Club, Council Blxiffs, Iowa. 
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It was. reported in the newspapers (date 
not known) that on June 28, 191^9, MiHYi;?. lAKSKY sailed 
from New York City bound for what he said was to be 
a vacation in Italy^ All of the reports at the time 
indicated he was to visit CHARLES "LUCKY" LUCI-.NO in 
Italy^ LkV.SiQC was accompanied on the trip by his wife 
the former THDDY SCriVviiSTZ, whom he married during the 
VJinter of 1948, Bei'ore sailing, the LMS/CYS were visited aboard 
ship by klCHA^ LASCA1:I, who is reportedly a well-known 
racketeer. 


0> 


{ 



K 



On October 12, 1950, LAIISrOf appeared before 

the Senate Crime Investigation Sub- Committee, accoripanied 
by his counsel HOSiS POLAKOFP. He adroitted associating 
with FRAiTK COSl'ELLO, JOE ADONIS, FTiANK SlICKSOK and CHAHLiS 
FISCrlETil, but refused to elaborate on this association. 
He admitted travelling to Italy in 19^9* but refused to 
admit whether or not he had contacted LUCXy LUCIANO. 

It was brought out in recent press reports 
on the investigation of the Kefauver Committee that FRANK 
COSTiLLLO and KSYER LAKSKY were at one time investors in 
Tele-King and P0KRAS3 was identified as an associate of 
COSTELLO and JOS ADOlvIS during prohibition days and a 
partner of 3UC-SEY SIEGjiL in the Flamingo Hotel in Las Vegas 
The Hobbins Electronics Corporation is reportedly being 
set up to handle contracts for the Army Signal Corps and 
the Air Force. 
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Cong 
/ \OLF, 


On September 15, 1952* DREW PEARSON in his 
syndicated column seated that FRANK C0ST5LLG had not been 
deported because he had friends in high places* He said that 
COSTkTiLO 's lobbying tactics included the entertaining of 
Congressmen at various dinners and parties, and that MuRriAY 
a former prison mate of O^HEASY JAKE GuZIK occupies " — 
uite at the Congre ssional Hotel where he held court 
for Congressment In ktill Liun the natior^s top mobsters 
were alleged to use his apartment overnight and LANSKY 
utilized i;he hotel garage and charged his bill to OLF's 
account. 



/ 
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Description 


; 1 


Name 
Aliases 


MEYER LANSKY 
MSIER TdE BUG 
BDGSY METER 
HJ GST MEYERS 
"THE HJG" 
LITTLE MEYER 



Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
Weight 
Build 
Hair 
Eyes 

C ample xi on 
Dress 

Social Security 
FBI Number 
Marital Status 
Relatives 


No* 


July 1^., 1902 
Grodno, Russia 

11+5 pounds 
Small 
Brown 
Brown 
Dark 

Clothes expensive J neat 

109-O3-8531J- 
791783 

Married 

Wife • TEDDi: CTHELMA) SCHWARTZ lANSKy 

Former Wife - ANN LANSKiT 

Children - "BUDDIE" LANSKY, son 

PAUL LANSfCY, son 
SANDRA LANSKY, daughter 

Brother - JACK LA^ SKY 


Judicial Proceedings 


LAIBKY is presently the subject of a denaturalization 
proceeding in the Southern District of New York and the United 
States Attorney is conducting aa investigation into the numerous 
criminal associates of lANSKY for 'fcAiatever assistance such an 
investigation might be in these proceedings. 

In addition, LANSKY is the subject of an lien in the 
amount of $214.8,791 for backlincome taxes and penalties thereof, 
for improper filing. The years in question are throu^ 19li.7 • 


03 



K 


DIRECTOR, FBI April 8j 1954 

SAG, MIAML. ( 62^1273 Sub Section E)^ 
MIAMI FIELD DIVISION 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE FILE 
TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE 


Re SAG Letter Number 53-56. 

Enclosed will be found individual memoranda on 
each of the 50 persons who are currently classified as top 
hoodlums by the Miami Field Divisionj which memoranda contain 
information that has been brought to our attention regarding 
these persons in the past six months. 

evared on 

____ ~ 'ME7ER 

LANSKY are being forwarded herewith to the New lorK Office 
inasmuch as those individuals have been classified as top 

hoodlums in the New York Field Division 



«sures 50 
be 
leveland (Ends. 3) 
1 - Newark (Ends. 2) 
1 - New York (Ends. 5) 
1 - Chicago (End. l) 
1 - Detroit (Ends. 2) 


b7t 


1% APR 21 


J 


Miami, Florida 
March 31, 1954 


RE: MEYER LANSKT 

GIIF (TOP HOODOT COVERAGE) 


I. PERSONAL HISTORY AND BACKGROUND 



II. CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES 


III. ASSOCIATES 

No new associates on the part of WP.TF.R LANSKY 
have been noted since the submission of the last memorand 
covering his activities. 


ENCLOSURE 
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tRO FORM NO. 64 
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Office Men... ,^um • united 


TO 



OM 


) 


SUBJECT: 


» 

/ 


Director, FBI 

SAC, New York {9l4--i4.19 Sub 29) 

GE1TERA4, INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE PILE 
MEYER iL^HTSKY, was 
FBI # 791782 


vjOVERNMENT 


DATE; 9/3OM 


6. 1 «• 


« jn.j>r 1 


TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE 



- / J 


it 




Rebulet 53-^8. 


Attached hereto are two copies of a supplementary sum- 
mary of information obtained pertaining to information developed 
on MEYER LANSKY since the date of the last Summary Memo dated 
2/9M and carbon copies to Albany, Miami, Newark, New Orleans, 
and Salt Lake City. ^ " 



Encs. (2) 






RECORDED-37, 


•J 



\ — -r 


. - 1 ' u 


! \ 
1 I 



GEl^ERAL INVESTIGATION INTELLIGENCE PILE 


MEYER LA.NSICC 

TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE 


MEYER LANSKY, with Aliases - , ^ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation Number 791783 
New York City Police Department Number B 702^8 

The following is a supplementary summary of informa- 
tion concerning LANSKY since the date of the last summsu^y of 
information on April 9^ 195i|-» 

l-dEYER LANSKY continues to be one of the group of top 
hoodlums, who controls the rackets, specifically the Eastern 
District of the United States. He also continues to act in an 
advisory manner for racketeers throughout the country # 

L/iNSKY continues to reside at 36 East 36th Street, 
New York City in a penthouse and at the present time, isv^the 
subject of a pending deportation case by the Immigration Ser- 
vice. 

This case has not been brought to a conclusion to 
date, but he is deportable as he was born in Russia on July 
1902 and naturalized on September 27, 1928 in the Eastern 
District of New York. 


« 

• 

• 


Efforts are being made to obtain further information 
on the developments in this matter. 

lANSKY still travels extensively on business to 
Chicago I Miami 9 Las Vegas and Hot Springs • 

The Biareau of Internal Revenue still maintains its 
lien of |;2li.8,000,00 against L ANSKY'S propert y for a pending 

t 




LEE MORTIMER, Coliimnist, New York Daily I-Iirror of 
unknown reliability, reported in his column on July 19, 195i|. 
that most recent "directors meeting" of the "Syndicate" took 
place in a plush gambling lodge at Lake Tahoe on the Califor- 
nia-Novada line. According to MORTXI'^IER, among those present- 
were the^CAPONE boys, JOB-^ISCHETTI and T01T]£^CCARD0, from'' / / 
Chicaso^^ MEYER LANSKY froni New York and Newark's prominent ' 


tt 


DOC 


)ACHER. 


I 
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GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGEITCE FILE 

MEYJiR LAKSKY, with aliases; 
Meyer the Bttg 

Lltt l e_^M ey er— ,„ 

-Trrreie iiyeEl_ 

K ey e r^ az an sky 
M or r 1 1^ L i eb e naan 

"FBI #791783 ' 
Hew York City Police Department #B-70258 

TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE 


March 30, 1955 


MEYER LAHSKY has not been the subject of 
much notoriety in the past six months* The only item of 
interest concerning LANSKY ifas /an article in the "Mev7 York 
Dally News" for December 2, 19m, wherein LAKSKY with 
IBM ' "LONGY^WILLMAH , EDDIi^IC GRATH, ALBERTT'AHASTASIA, 
CORilELIUS "COMIE»^:^^ONAN andYothers met at the Riviera 
Motel in Fort Lee, ^ew Jersey to discuss current problems 
along the New York* New Jersey waterfront* 


LANSKY is the defendant in a suit by the 
United States Government to deport him for obtaining his 
citizenship fraud\jlently through false representations as to 
his background* 

His attorney is MOSES POLAKOPP, k7S Fifth 
Avenue, New York City, in this trial which is set for May, 
1955 but will probably not be heard before the Fall of 

1955. 


ENCLOSURE 
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Kiarai, Florida 
March 31, 1955 


RE: M^YER LA.NSKY, was. 
FBI //7917b'2 . 

GIIF (TCP HOODLU:^ COVEHAGE) 


p.:hso::al history ai^-d background 



L/u^'Si«.Y was last observed in the riia:i)i area on 
:*;arch 19, 1955> v/hen he v:as at Ilaxixri's Restaurant, Surf side, 
Florida, v:ith- his vdie. 


GRiaiJAL AGTIVITISS 


No nev/ inforiiiation loiov/n • 



ENCLOSURE 


#0 

( 



.■V ■ ■ - 


ASSOCIA? 

Ko new data developed in this regard during past 
six TTiOnths^ 


i;-:oiTii=A?}^ ai- :d^ j:Li. EGiTii-:AT£: busint^ss activities 

Mo nev; data. 


HA:;GCUT3 AI^D FLAC?S 0? AI^IUSEi^EIIT FR:^.::^UIi:Ti'D 


Other than I'axim^s Restaurant, Surf side, Florida, 
v;here L.-ilvS:^ v;us observed, no nev; data leai'^ned. 




2 


0) 


X 


DIRECTOR, FBI (Zncla - 78) 
SAG* MIAMI (62-1273 Sub E.) 

KIAMI FIELD DIVI3I0H; 

G3KERAL INVESTIGATIVE IKTELLIi ::NCS FILE; 
TOP HOODLUM COVERIiO^, 

Re SAC lett/r 53-58. 


April 5, 1955 


Erclosed herewith are individual supplementary 
raemoranda on each of the 39 individuals who have been carried 
as top hoodlums residing vjithin the territory of the Miami 
Division, 

Of these^ 17 are being deleted from the list since 
their activities are not such that they can properly be 
regarded as top hoodlums or because they reside within the 
territories of other divisions and are inactive within the 
Miami Field Division* 

In the latter classif icatioi are; 



not warrant 
follows : 


se being deleted because their activities 
their being carried as top hoodlums are as 


do 




2m 


62-1273 Sub E 
Ends. - 78 ^y^%^ 

cc: Boston (End. - 1) 
Chicago (iiincl. - 1) 
Cleveland (Ends - 1^) 
Minneanolis (End. - 1) 
Newark (Ends - 3) 
New York (Ends - 8) 
Salt Lake City (End. - 


1) 



MOT RrCOROCD 



( 

WA 62-1273 Sub E 


A current list of ton hoodlums of the Miami 
Division consists of 22 individuals. 



The Kew York Office v/as furr.ished with copies of 
the suoplenientary memoranda prepared on the following indi 
viduals who are believed to be active in the Greater Hew 
York area: 


62-1273 Sub( 



I 



, Copies of th^ memoranda prepered on the following 

'A were furnished the Newark Office for inrormaclon to comolete 

Kru-l their files on these individuals, who are believed to have 

^^rrM beenective within that division: 





3- 



aC^ IS/l^t, dum • UNITED. 

J J , 




TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


) \ 

.S GOVERNMENT 

DATE: 9/1U/55 


Director, FBI 

SAC, New York SUB 29) 

GENERALj^HVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE FILE 
l«ffiYER *tKNSKy, was ihlTip 

TOP HOODLTO COVERAGE 
Enclosed herewith are two copies ot a supplemental eummary 



concerning LANSKY. 


0 


Enc. (2) 
1 - Miami (Enc. 1) 



( 

i 



I 


/ 




gei:eral investigative iktelligeicce pile 



KEYER LA.TJSKY, with aliases: 
Meyer the Bug 

Little_JIeyfi.r„ »_^7 \ / 

Li ttle Myer_ , .■,-.^,-^.^ y 

M o rr i s <i e b e^aQ_, U 

??Ijmz£3 

— TTewtork City Police Department 35^-70258 

TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE 

September 11}., 1955 

Although LANSKY has continued to maintain 
a residence in New York City, at East 36th Street, he has no t 

been very activ e and has^ nc t_^een the subject of d iscussJ ^n 

nve'stigation 


local V'l'evj'spapers'* He is stiHTTHe 

ei^e by the Immigration and Naturalization Service which is 
trying to deport him from this country. However, since he 
cane from Poland, there -is not much chance that he will be 
deported even if a depqrt^tion order is obtained. 

Inf orm'l^ioT^'h^ been received from the 
Bureau representative in Cuba to n;he effect that MEYER LAKSKY 
and his brother, JA.KE, were attempting to set up a gambling 
operation in Ha van a Cuba,, This gambling ccmbinatiojj^as 
reputedly consisting of the two LANSKYS^ , DANDY ^ P H^mASTEL ^ j^^^ 
and a group from Las Vegas, Nevada, ^ 


Agents of the Havana Office observed MFYER 
LAI'SKY in the company of DINO CELLINI, American credit 
managei? at the gambling concession in the Tropicana Night Clu'? 
in Havana, Cuba, Others with them were CELLINI'S wife, and 
BS^rltRAFOVJER who has worked as a shill in. gambling games in 
'KavanaV^^Cuba • 




r.NCl.OSUR& 
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IK 


SUBSECTt 


Director, FBI 

SAC, Miami (62-1273-aub E> 

MIAl-II FIELD DIVISION 
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE 
INTELLIGENCE PILE 
(TOP HOODLTO COVERAGE) 


September 30, 1955 


0 


Re SAC Letter 53-58. 


Enclosed herewith are individual supplementary memoranda 
on each of the twenty-two individuals who have been pa rried fo r the 
astsix months as Top Hoodlums within this Division* 



Of the twenty-two individuals previously oarried as Top 
Hoodlums, nine are being deleted because it is not believed that 
their activities are such as to further qualify them as Top 
Hoodlums within this Division, The reasons for deleting them are 
set forth in the individual memorandum on them.. 


Those deleted includet 



Enclosures -14,8 , 



cot 



1 
1 
1 
1 


Chicago (Enclosure 1) 
Cleveland {Enclosure - 1) 
New York City (Enclosures 
Newark (Enclosures - 2) 


• 


JLCect or, FBI ( Cont » d ) 


9/30/55 





4 J following fifteen individuals for the next six months 

period will be regarded as Top Hoodlums within this Division: 




2 


( . 



K 


top, FBI (Cont'd) 9/30/SS 




The Hew York Office is hereby furnished with copies of the 
supplementary memoranda' prepared on the following individuals, who are 
also believed to be active in the Greater New York areas 


MEYER LANSKY, was*, 
FBI # 79178, 




Copies of the memorandua prepared on the following individuals 
are being furnished to the Newark Office t 



.-5..- 

m 



-3 



i 


( : 


Miami, Florida 
September 30, 1955 


RE: I-iY£R LANSKY, was., 
FBI ;/ 7 91 7 '3 2 

GIIF (TOP HOODLUM COViiRAGE) 


PL;RSON AL HISTORY AND B^CI XRuUIJD 

Ko nev; inforiaiition. 
GRBJlwvL .XTIVITIjiS 


Ko iiiforocition has been received during the past 

six months indicatir;^- thc^t i'i-Yii'R LnliSKY has participated 
in any criiiiinal i>ctivities. 


' ' r^- T ' T*~'- 
.uOO U o ± A 1 

On oimcay ni^:ht , l^y 195 5^ 1>L.X^R LAlv3KY v;as 
observed by special -^^gent-lljlHHHBHH dinner 
at the Post and raddock ^oorn of the Bay Harbor Hotel, Bay 
Harbor Island, i-aami Beach, Florida, v;ith CiORCi SKERi-IiiK, 
a v;ell-knov/n xiami Beach bookiriaker. ^-^ third unknovm man 
uas with LAKSKY and SHLRLiAN. 



"us canny i'lotel and had been visited there by one LOU 
Giu^LK, fui^ther unidentified, from New York City, 




ENCLOSURE 


HANGOUTS hKD r LACES OF A^iU3aI^I£.I^tT Fit£WUI:^KT £D 

The only nev; places knovm to liave been frequented 
by V^YER LANoi.Y since the submissicn oi* the last semi-annual 
meiriorandum have been the Post and Paddock Restaurant, Bay 
Harbor Island, i-^iami Beach, Florida, and the Tuscanny Motel, 
Holly\'/ood Beach, Florida, operated by his son BAllRir^^^ . ^ 


Memof ndum • united sta. s 



DIRECTOR, FBI 


DATE: 3/15/56 


SAC, NEW YORK (9li.-itl9 Sub Pile 29) 


MEYER LAN SKI, was 
PBI# 
G7I.I.P 
ffOP HOODLUM COVERAGE 




V 


Bnelosdd find two copies of a supplement 

surnraary on MEYER LANSKY oovwlng the period 9/30/55 to 
3/30/56. 

4 






" Bureau ^{Encs, 2) 
- Ne^Jferk i;9ij.-lA9 Sub Pile 29) 


INDEXED . 12 






> » 





MEYHR LANSKy, with aliases 
Meyer^the Bug 

EIT^le Meyer 
Little- Myer 
Meye r'^Azmskj- 
Morr is>Lieberraan 


FBI Number 791783 
(TOP HOODLDM COVERAGE) 


•D 


•0 , 




. I 'm .i ^. ii .w 4 


V.' 



Lansky continues to tnaintain a residence 
at 3^> East 36th street. New York City, and is concerned 
only with gambling operations at the present time* 


■5 





V" 


RE: 


Miiam i , . Florida 
March 36, 1956 


GIIF (TOP HOODLUM COVER AGiS) 



PailSC::AL HISTORY ArJD BACKGROUND 

No new information has been learned during the past 
six months* 

CKIiaKAL ACTIVITIES 


Ho nev/ data learned. 


ASSCGIAT5S 


Ko new inforxuation learned • 


4 


. 7.0 T 


i:./^T£ AKD ILL3GITI1-.AT£ BUSINESS" ACTIVITIES 


i.'o nev; data. 
Hi^NaCUT S H>vU PLAGES OF Ai'.liSE;^3KT FREC^UEKTED 

iKithing nev.' daveloped during the past six months. 


■t 



.RECORDED • 1 


^ r 
I K o 


STAHDARD FORM >n» M 




-. V v .. 



Upcs Memo 


.UNITED Si 


OVERNMENT 



DIRECTOR^ FBI 

SAC» NEW YORK (94-i|^19 Sub Fil« 29) 


DATE: 9/21^/56 


SUBJ 



V 


MEYER LANSKY, was 
G.I. I. p. 

TOF HOODLUM COVERAGE 


Enclosed find two copies of a supplemental 
sunuoary on MEYER LAKSKY covering the period k/l/56 to //' 
9/30/56. * *' ' I 



6 


3 


I 


1 - 
1 - 


Bureau (Enc8,2) ^^ivOi--;-'-*-" '^^^ - yZ^- 
Miami (Encs.2) 7/ 
New York (91^-419 Sub Pile 29) 






r' 


OCT 4- i956 



/ 



I. 


i 


GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE INTELLIGENCE PILE 



MEYER LANSKY, 
Bug ay Meyr, 


th aliasea: 

V S ''^^ >' 

/ ■ 



Little Myer 
Me y eiS^ zan sky 
Mor r i s^^l eberxaan 

FBI Number 791783 

TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE 

September 24 1956 

The New York Office received a copy of a comimml cation, 
dated )&rch 21,^956» to the Director from the Le^al Attache at 
Havana* Cuba* 
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faarai, Florida 
Septeiaber 2o, I956 


HE: l^iEYSi liAI^SKY, was. 
FBI # 791762 

GIIF (TOP HOODLUIi COVEIAGE) 

PEl^SOUAL HISTORY Alffl BACKGROWID 


The Fort Lauderdale Daily Nevrs tuider date of 
Jipril 1, 1956 reported that MEYER UIISKY paid a Ji?24S,791.51 
Federal Government tax lien. 

CRimiAL ACTIVITIES 


t 


f 


ASSOCLITES 


hi 5 



LEGITIl-IiTS ;£JD ILLEGITXiliTS BUSIIiSSS ACTIVITIES 



H.4IIG0UTS Jiim PLACES OF iU-JJ3EI5IIT FRB^tUBITgD 

No nevr data* 


/ 


;.:-30CT 15 1956 





SnmOMtOFQRM NO. M 


•P 



{ . 

Office IS/kmof ^^^lii^m • united st.^ 


1 r 


VERNMENT 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


DATB: March 25, 1957 


>AC, MIAMI (62-2519) 

^MEYER-liANSKY, was. 
GIIP (TOP HOODLUM COTERAQE) 


PERSONAL HISTORY AND BACKGROUND 

Nothing new developed In past six months 

CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES 


f ( 


None. 


ASSOCIATES 

No new associates noted, 
LEGITIMATE AND ILLEGITIMATE BUSINESS ACTIVITIES 




HANGOUTS AND PLACES OP AMUSEMENT FREQUENTED 



Tuscanny Motel, 380O S. Ocean Drive, Hollywood, Floridau^ 


2 *- Bureau 
4 - Miami 


b 


Ir 




J7< 

.10 f-'A'l 5^057 


AO 


' / 



9 




STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


• 



Office JS/Lemc^udum 


« ci/O, llu.:'.: yOliv (9!! -1^19) 

; I 

i-lLxSH i.AiISi-.Y, W8S 
Pi:I^#7917^3 ••■ 

G« !♦ !♦ F» 




V 


UNITED S'_A'i^S GOVERNMENT 

'57 ^ 


DATE: 3 



^inclosed find two copies of e. sxipplemental 
suinrcsry on I-ZLYLR LAKSi^Y covering the period lO/L/56 
to Li/3lA7. 


/ 



-** ?<•, • "■ -. 

■ 1*: 



J 5 * S 



(^yX\i r e au ( Enc s . 2 ) 
1-Hevi York (91-1-U19) 




73 


64aF;;3 1257 



1^ |;J 


I 


4 




\ 


liEYi'^ LAiTSiJV^ v;ith elipses: 

Liutie ..lleyj^jT 
Little. I-iyer 

Kc r r i s > Lie t e man 


?II Huinb:r 7917o3 
Tor H:0LLu1: -gov. aAGL 



-t 

■4 

"1 


March 21, 1957 



orl-: "t^curnal Aricrican-' f or Je.nur^ry 11-., 
1957, in i.i:,GA :r..'- colimm noted that :ZYJiR 


- • < O JL « 


v: \ £ Jr. e p p r t e ci i per.}. 


hep hv:3]:and ".:l:.c is r zc:rtnzr i": t/:e L-pincietcp '^'estaurp.nt , 

vrhic'i sta\::r?.n 0 in the Porrcst . ctel, r not orious hcoiTarr 


iiancou-t i:: the Uevj "Vork area. 




I/i:>:irf continr^es to riainta.^n residence in nidtown 
llaniisttan and most of his activities continue to be oi;tside 
tne Le\: York ?rea. 


^6 


J: 


/A 





) 


Office lAjefnoratidutn • united states government 



. ~ . 


'.* :* .• <••' 




5. * ' 

; '1 



TO 


SUBJB 



DIRECTOR, FBI 


C, MIAMI (62-1273 Sub E) 


DATE: March 29, 1957 


AMI FIELD DIVISION 
SAL INVESTIGATIVE 
INTELLIGENCE FILE 
(TOP HOODLUM COVERAGE) 


Re: SAC Letter TT^B", 

There are enclosed here«d.th individual 
supplementary memoranda on each of the thirteen 
individuals who are regarded as the Top Hoodlms 
within the Miami Division. 



- Bureau (End. 26) 
-Jliami (1-62-2441) 



aECOROtD-98 1 ^ RECORDED 

4J4PQ^tU^^52 APR 9 i957 



1 

1 f 




I t APR X 


• ^ . 



o 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDEBAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



In Reply, Please R^er to 
File No. 


i 


liiand, Florida 
Jul.Y 19, 1957 


t»ir 'I'll I' • 'nil WW 


pr:R3o::AL rnsToriY Ai:n backgroihid 



.V. • V. 


> 



cor 


ISYER LySICY born July '^S^^^p (lTOdno> which 
v*Ti3 then in Poland,^^a55ia» LM^SKi arrived in the Unite d^'STateo 
on April 4^"T?TlT^^'i'< v.^as nat;.n"alised on Gaptsnibor 2?^ 192S 
in Lhe Eastern Dialrict of Kev; York. His vrife for rriSny years 
v;a3 A!IKA CITRa-; LAN3KY, vrlio has apparently been cUvorced by 
the subject since he ncv; claiiriG to be mrried to TiSIi'lA 
Bv liis first 'wife he had tv^o sons, BSSJJiUJK, atjC about twenty- 
c:'ujht yenrc, ani PAUL about tv^nty-*3i>:, and one dautrhter, 
U.:^-DRA, nov; abouL tvA:;nt;^. PAl'L lAV^VtVi in 2i [rraduats of the 
Urdted 3tate:j h'avai Acaieiny, Anna?x)li3, Fiaryland. UvK3KY 
hao resided in several mjor citiec of the United Stsxtes for 
short periods of tixTie, these including Kev/ York City, llolljn-^0;i, 
Florida, las Ve^ias, Jicvada, lc3 /ingoles, California, lew Orleans, 
I/xxiGiana, Chicar;o, Illinois, and Omaha, Nebraska. For the 
past several years, LANSKY has usually spent his vdntei^s at 
various rented hor.es in nolljn%T>od, Florida, and has resided 
during the c>vjmev at 36th East 36th Street, Nev; York City* 
}Ie has also rnade frequent visits to Fiavana, Cuba. 

As a result of testimony given at public hearings 
by t>ie Kefauver Committee in Kiand during the sunner of 1950 1 
a Brovxard CoxLnty, Florida, Grand;- Jury undertook an investiga- 
tion of gambling activi ties and on August 2k$ 1950, the 
Grand Ju.'-y returned inilctments against tVs^nty-tv;o persons for 
violations of local gantoling statutes. WjTiuil JJl'SKY vas one 
of those indicted, due to his connection v.dth the Colonial Inn, 
rca r'"'3^^^'^^"'''' Club Greenacres, and Club La Boheme, all of vniich v^ere i-aaown as 

r;,bling casinos. 


76 ^^EC 


f > 



^5 . 


r 




RE: VJuim LAIISKY, Was*, 


On September l6, 1950, LAISKI appeared in Crindnal 
Court, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and entered a guilty plea 
to the indictment. He was fined $2,000«00. 



In 1947, inforniation developed that MEYER LAl^SKT re- 
sided at the fertinique Hotel, l^aami Beach, Florida, fro!n 
Dooenocr, 1947 to February 22, 1943, when he ix^ved to the 
HanioGliire House, Hallandale Beach, Florida, v/here he resided 
until IvJarch 15, 1948. This infon-Ation stated that MEYER 
LAICS iCY supervised operations at the Colonial Inn during the 1947- 
1943 vdnter season, and that he is actually the one in charge 
of all of the operations of the so-called New York or Eastern 
SjTidicate in their gambling activities in Brovard County, 
Florida • 

Tne Miami Daily Nevrs of February 18, 1953 reported 
that 1-EYER UIBJiT had pleaded £uilty to five counts of a gaLibling 
conspiracy indictment retxxrned in Saratoga, New York* The 
Daily Nevrs on May 2, 1953 reported that LAK3KY v;as sentenced 
to serve three months in the Saratoga County, Hew York Jail. 

The Kdami Herald on December 20, 1952 reported that 
the Department of Justice was starting proceedings to take 
avay LAJB^nr^S Arierican citizenship. LANStCY described as a 
bir^-time ga^ibler and boo]<inaker was alleged to have obtained 
his naturalization through fraud in that he deliberately and 
intentionally concealed his criJidnal record. 





RE: KEm LWSKY, Was., 


ASSOCIATES 


The follovdng individuals are present and past associates 
of LAJSrCy^ An ^xir>n imni^rn in the criminal undervrorld: 


In: 


m » I . il l* 


^1 — 


. **** ■({ 


■fas -J-' r*^% 



7c 


-3- 


m 


m 


X 


RS: LAH2 




• * . i * ' . * 

- < ■ -■ ' 


'A 




>■ •-Si- ■ ' ' 

- / J 



LEGITIMATE AIH) ILLEGITimTS BU3IKtB3 ACTIVITY 

On September 9» 1953 » the Kiand Kerzad reported that 
tlis Federal Govennaent had placed an inconis tax lien in the 


RE: I-EYER UlvSKY, Was., 


name of MEYER LAlJSJvY on the Plantation Yacht Club at Key Largo, 
Florida. Tne lien wis reported to be in the amount of 
v24S,71»00, and came tvio days after a Miami Herald story re- 
vealed that LAliSKY, notorious ganibler, and MHOJ SPIfJELLA, de- 
ported forjT^er raokets figur-e, v.^re the real pawners of the sv.'ank 
resort* Tae Government clainied LA]JSl:a ov/ed incon^e taxes for 
194/4: through 1947 • LAIiSKY Vi-as repoi-^ted to have the money in*» 
vested in the Plantation Yacht Club as a sound, legitimate 
investment* 

On April 1, 1956, the Fort Lauderdale Daily Kev.'s 
reported that L&ISICY had paid a Federal Governnent Tax Lien 
in the a!:»unt of ^24S,791»51* 


HAI:G0UTV> AMD PUOSS OF A!-^3£!Hrr FREQ1J3ITSD 


Tus canny l^btel 

3B00 South Ocean Drive 

hollyvvood, Florida 

Post & Paddock Restaurant 
Bay Harbour Island 
Miand Beacii, Florida 
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In Reply ^ Please R^er to 


UNITLx) STATES DEPARTMENT OF JV^ nCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

201 East 69th Street 
Nev; York, New York 


7- 5^7 


July 2^, 1957 

^ ^ I / 

Meyer Lansl<y, with aliases: \ 

. The Eug. .Lil^tleC/j.ieyer^ > ^-V^"- I 

Meyer/iiazansky7' Meyer Lansky, % 
Myer^Lan^ky, Bugs4leyer, 
Morris 'Lieberman 

-.Federal. .Bureau of Investigation Number 791763 
_ New York C ity Police Department Number B 7025B 


BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Birth Data 

Lansky was born July 4/ 1902 at Grodno^ 
then in Poland^ Russia. No other birth date of conflicting 
measure has been noted • 

Family History 

Lansky arrived in the United States on 
April 4^ 1911, He was naturalized on September 27, 1928, in 
the Eastern District of New York. His wife for a good 
number of years v/as Anna Citron Lansky, who would now be 
forty-six years of age, and who has apparently been i 
divorced by Lansky, since he now claims to be married 
to Thelma (Teddie) Lansky. By his first wife he had two 
sons Benjamin or Buddie, age twenty-eight, Paul, age 
twenty-six, and one daughter Sandra, now twenty years 
of age. He also has a brother Jack. 

RECORDED ■ 4 

Addresses 

Over the past twenty-five years Lansky ^^^g 
has resided in the major cities of the United States ^or 
short periods of time, especially in Miami Beach, Florida, 
Las Vegas, Nevada, Los Angeles, California, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, Chicago, Illinois, and Omaha, Nebraska. In 
addition Lansky has resided at the following addresses in 
Greater New York City: i 

125 South Third Street v< iiC 

' -r.>^ ^ Brooklyn, New York TS^^^^-ir^ 






240 Ocean Parkway 
Brooklyn, New York 

211 Central Park West 
New York City 


911 Central Park West 
Nevj York City 

40 Central Park South 
New York City 

4ll VJest End Avenue 
New York City 

30 Central Park South 
Nev; York City 


Essex House 
New York City 

He resides at the St. Moritz Hotel, New York 

City. 


Business and Employments 


Over the past tvjenty-five years Lansky has 
been associated in the follov/lng businesses, many of which 
have since been discontinued: 


Emby Distributing Company 

Consolidated Television 

Krieg, Spector and Citron 

Dodge Park Kennel Club 

Manhattan Simplex Distributing Company 

Icings County Buick 

Lansky Pood Company 

Colonial Inn 

Thimderbird Hotel 

Arrov;head Inn 

La Bo heme 

Green Acres 

Panuth Real Estate Corporation 
Bosbel Real Estate Corporation 


« 


m 



( 



Associates 

The following Individuals are present and 
past associates of Lansky. All are well knovm in the 
criminal \mderworld: 




CRIMINAL ACTIVITY 


Meyer Lansl<y and Benjamin "Bugs*^ Siegel had 
their first big start in the early 1920' s at v^hich time 
they v/ere hired by Dutch Gtoldberg^ Charlie Kramer and 
Bill Heisman as convoy guards for alcohol trucks running 
from New York City to Chicago, Illinois, 
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Lansky was subpoenaed to testify in Saratoga 
in relation to his affiliation with the Arrov/head Club, 
Piping Rock Club, and Riley* s Casino, all gambling 
casinos which have been closed in recent years. These 
hearings vjere held by the New York State Crime Commission 
at Balls ton Spa. 

Lans]<y had always spent considerable time in 
Saratoga, and was part oxmer of the Arrowhead Club 
which cheated the American public out of approximately 
$4^000,000 the last season it operated at Saratoga v;hich 
was 1947 • 

In December, 1952, the United States Attorney 
General began denaturalization proceedings against Lansky 
vjith the vievj in mind of deporting him to his native 
Russia. The basis of the summons and complaint alleged 
that Lansky concealed a criminal record in obtaining his 
citizenship. 

The' Nev; York "VJorld Telegram" of February 17, 
1953^ under a Balls ton Spa dateline, carried an article, 
announcing that the Russian-born Meyer Lanslcy, big-time 
gamblei', former bootlegger and associate of deported 
vice czar, Charles "Lucky" Luciano, pleaded guilty in 
Supreme Court to five misdemeanor charges of conspiracy 
and gambling. 

At the time of his arrest, the associates 
indicted., with him were Joseph Stacher, alias Doc 
Stacher; James Lynch, alias Piggy; Herman Weiner, George 
Brovm, Charles Manney and John Coakley. Lansky' s attorney, 
Moses Polakoff , surrendered Lansky to the New York State 
Police on September 10, 1952 and on February I8, 1953. 

Lansky pleaded guilty to five counts, all of which 

were misdemeanors* Gn May 2, 1953^ he was sentenced to 
serve 40 days in the Saratoga County Jail and fined $2,500. 


He was also placed on three years probation. During his 
incarceration, he was treated for a kidney infection 
in the Saratoga Hospital in J;ay, 1953, 
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On October 12, 1950, Lansky appeared before 
the Senate Crime Investigation Sub-Committee, accompanied 
by his counsel Moses Polakoff . He admitted associating 
with Frank Costello, Joe Adonis, Frank Erickson and 
Charles Fischetti, but refused to elaborate on this 
association* Ke admitted traveling to Italy in 19^9 > tut 
refused to admit whether or not he had contacted Lucky 
Luciano, 


( 


On September 15, 1952> Drew Pearson in his 
syndicated column stated that Frank Costello had not been 
deported because he had friends in high places* He stated 
that Costello* s lobbying tactics included the entertaining 
of Congressmen at various dinners and parties^ and that 
Murray Olf , a former prison mate of Greasy Jake Guzik 
occupied a suite at the Congressional Hotel v/here he held 
court for Congressmen, In addition the nations top mobsters 
were alleged to use his apartment overnight and Lansky 
utilized the hotel garage and charged his bill to Olf^s 
account. 

The "New York Daily News" for December 2, 1954, 
reflected that Lansky was with Abner "Long^" Zwillman, 
Eddie Mc Grath, Albert Anastasia, Cornelius "Connie" 
Noonan and others at the Riviera Motel in Fort Lee^ 
New Jersey to discuss current problems along the New york> 
New Jersey waterfront. 
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Description 


1 


Name 
Aliases 


Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Height 

V/eight 

Build 

Eair 

Eyes 

Complexion 


Meyer Lansky 
Meyer The Bug 
Bugsy Meyer 
Bugsy Meyers 
"The Bug" 
Little Meyer 
July If, 1902 
Grodno, Russia 

1^5 pounds 

Small 

Brown 
Brown 
Dark 


Dress 

Social Security Number 
Federal Bureau of • 
Investigation Number 
Marital Status 


Brother 


Judicial Proceedings 


Clothes expensive, neat 
109-03-853^ 

791783 

VJife-Teddy (Thelma) Schwartz 
Lansky 

Pormer wife-Ann Lansky . 
Children'-"Buddle" Lanskj^ son 
Paul Lansky, son 
Sandra Lansky, daughter 
Hack' Lansky 


Lansl^i^ is presently the subject of a denaturalization 
proceeding in the Southern District of New York and the 
United States Attorney is conducting an investigation into 
the nixnierous criminal associates of Lansky for whatever assistance 
such an investigation might be in these proceedings* 

In addition, Lanskj/ is the subject of an lien in the 
amount of $248^791 for back income taxes and penalties thereof, 
for improper filing. The years in question ^19^^ 
through 19^7. 
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